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The Ghost of Genny Castle  
(by John Escott) 

 

Chapter 1  

 
The Castle 

 

 
 

Assignment 1  

 

Before Listening 

 

1. Read the Introduction to the book The Ghost of Genny Castle 

written by John Escott, a well-known British writer.  

 

John Escott started by writing children's books and comic scripts, 

but now writes and adapts books for students of all ages. He 

especially enjoys writing crime and mystery thrillers, and is a 

member of the British Crime Writers Association. 

 



Introduction 

Claire looked across the fields and saw a tall stone building. 'An old 

castle!' she said. 'I must go and see that before I go home again.' 

Aunt Min didn't look at the castle. 'It - it's not a nice place to visit,' she 

said. 'Genny Castle is dangerous.' 

'Dangerous?' said Claire. 'Why?' 

 

When Claire's mother and father go away for Christmas, Claire 

goes to stay with her Aunt Min. Aunt Min lives in the village of Little 

Genny and near it is an old castle. Claire is very interested in the castle 

and she wants to know more about it. But the people in the village are 

afraid of Genny Castle and they won't talk to her about it. Accidents 

happen there. People die . . . 

Aunt Min says she must stay away, but Claire knows she can't. She must 

find answers. And soon, she will. Because in the castle something is 

waiting. And it knows her. 

John Escott writes books for students and young people. He was 

born in a small country town in Somerset, in the south-west of England. 

Now he lives in Bournemouth, by the sea. He is married and has two 

children. When he is not writing, he likes walking and he plays music. 

He wrote The Ghost of Genny Castle after he saw a real old dark 

castle: Corfe Castle in Dorset, England. This is near his home town. 

Corfe Castle is nearly one thousand years old and people there tell a lot 

of stories about it. 

 

2. Mind the following proper names:  

 

Walter Burge; Minnie Dawe (Aunt Min); Little Genny; Claire. 

 

 

While listening 

 

3. Listen to Chapter 1 (00.37 – 12.09) and answer the following 

questions: 

a) When did the story happen? 

b) What did Walter usually tell visitors? 

c) There was a cat. What did it look like? 

d) How old was Claire? 

e) What did her aunt look like? 





f) Where were Claire’s parents? 

g) What did Aunt Min say about the castle? 

h) What did Aunt Min and Claire do in the village (Little Genny)? 

i) What did the shop sell? 

j) What did Claire buy in the shop? 

k) What did the village look like? 

l) What did Walter Burge look like? 

m) What did the boy tell Clair about Walter Burge? 

n) How old was the boy and what was he wearing? 

o) What did the boy tell Clair about the castle? 

p) What happened to the Black Tower? 

q) What did he say about the ghost? 

r) What did Claire decide to do? 

s) What did Claire see in the church? 

t) What did Claire and her aunt plan to do the next day? 

 

After Listening 

4. Discuss in class: 

 

What do you think the book is going to be about?  

Do you believe in ghosts? 

Would you visit a place if you knew it was haunted? 

 

Project Work 

 

5. Do some research to answer the following questions: 

 

What do castles look like? 

 How big are they? 

 Who usually built castles? 

 Why did people build castles?  

 Why did many castles fall down?  

 Have you ever visited a castle? If so, tell the class about the castle. 

 Would you like to live in a castle? Why or why not?  

  



Chapter 2  

 

The Witch Story 
 

Assignment 2 
 

 
 

 

While listening 

 

1. Listen to Chapter 2 (12.10 – 22.54) and answer the following 

questions: 

a) What was the weather like? 

b) Who did Claire see on the way to the castle? Did the talk? 

c) What did she feel when she got to the Black Tower? 

d) What happened there? 

e) What did Walter do? 

f) What did Claire tell her aunt about the accident? 

g) What surprise was waiting for Claire at home? 

h) Did Claire want to go back to the castle? 

i) What did Claire see in the little room at the top of the stairs? 

j) What word attracted Claire’s attention? Why? 

k) What was the story in the book about? 





l) Why did Claire stop reading the book? 

 

After Listening 

 

Discuss in class: 

What do you know about witches? 

What was people’s attitude to them? 

Do they exist now?  

 

Project Work 

 

Remember what you have read (chapters 1 – 2). Role play a 

conversation between 

 Claire and her aunt; 

 Claire and the boy in the village; 

 Claire and her mother/father; 

 two elderly women in the village; 

 two children in the village. 

  



Chapter 3  

 

An Accident in the Snow 

 

  

 

 

Assignment 3 

 

While listening 

 

1. Listen to Chapter 3 (23.08 – 33.38) and answer the following 

questions: 

a) What was the weather like that evening? 

b) What was Claire thinking about? 

c) Was it easy or difficult to drive? 

d) What happened near the castle? 

e) What did they decide to do? 

f) What was Walter doing? 

g) Why didn’t he try to stop the stories that people were telling 

about the castle? 

h) What did his cat do? 

i) What did Walter know about his cat? 

j) How did Aunt Min feel when they were walking across the 

field? 

k) Who met them at the cottage? 

l) What did the when they came in? 





m) What was the time? 

n) What did Claire decide to do? 

o) What did she feel? 

 

After Listening 

 

Discuss in class: 

What would you do if you were Walter Burge? 

Why do you think Claire went to the castle? 

Why are people always attracted by unknown and dangerous things?  

 

Project Work 

 

Remember what you have read (chapters 1 – 3).  

Imagine that you are Claire. Write a letter to your friend telling all the 

news about your Christmas holidays in Little Genny.  

  



Chapter 4  

 

The Black Tower 
 

 
 

Assignment 4 

 

While listening 

 

1. Listen to Chapter 4 (33.41 – the end) and answer the following 

questions: 

a) What did Walter feel about going to the castle? 

b) Why did he call his cat Alexa? 

c) What started to happen when Alexa made its home in Walter’s 

house? 

d) What did the cat see now? 

e) What did Claire see in the snow? 

f) Did Walter see or hear Claire? 

g) What did Claire see and hear? 

h) What did she think about? 

i) What happened to Walter inside the castle? 

j) What did he say? 

k) Did he talk to Claire? 

l) Did he know her? 

m) Who did he remember when he heard that name? 

n) Why did the fire stop? 

o) What was the cat’s reaction when it saw Claire? 

p) What happened to the wall? 





q) What did Walter say? 

r) What happened to the cat? 

s) What did they speak about when they came back to Walter’s 

cottage? 

t) What did Walter offer to do? 

u) What was the weather like? 

v) Did the castle look different now? 

w) What was the time? 

x) What did Walter do next morning?  

y) Where was the cat? 

z) What was the end of the story? 

 

After Listening 

 

Discuss in class: 

Did you expect such an end of the book? 

Do you think Claire and Walter became friends? 

Will Claire remember her Christmas holidays?  

 

Project Work 

 

Remember what you have read (chapters 1 – 4).  

Make as many questions as you can to discuss the story.  

 

 





